Message from the Leadership Team

Dear members and friends of Alei
Tzion,
We hope you and your families all
had a lovely summer and the return
to school and work hasn’t been too
traumatic!
Standing on the threshold of a new
year always gives one pause for
thought and allows for reflection on
the year gone by and consideration
of aspirations for the year ahead.
This year at Alei Tzion included
some wonderful events and
experiences for our community:
from last Tishrei’s celebrations,
culminating in yet another Simchat
Torah extravaganza, to some great
speakers and a series of enjoyable
events for all ages and tastes. We
would like to take this opportunity
to once again thank Robin Minsky
and the members of last year’s
board for everything they have
done for our community.

In more recent months, we have
enjoyed a series of summer Seudot,
launched a new Beit Midrash-style
learning programme and a pioneering
Horim veYeladim programme, and
have begun the Yamim Noraim with
an inspirational first night Selichot
(not mentioning last Sunday’s (un)
forgettable cricket match!).
Looking forward, we will continue to
seek to implement the initiatives that
we set out in our “Road Map 20182020”.
We are in the advanced stages
of finalising our plans for the total
refurbishment of our Shul and
hope to share these plans with the
community in next few weeks, with a
view to commencing works as soon as
possible after Simchat Torah. More to
come on that soon.

In addition to our new Beit Midrash
programmes, we will be hosting a series
of top-quality scholars-in-residence
during the year ahead who we hope will
inspire and challenge us, alongside the
first-rate and diverse shiurim given by
Rabbi Roselaar and established weekly
gemara shiur led by MD Spitzer.
We will seek to continue our successful
social programmes with a range of
events to suit the tastes of everyone in
the community, will work hard to ensure
that Alei Tzion is a truly welcoming and
friendly community and set up Chessed
initiatives to facilitate opportunities
for us all to give back to the wider
community.

Finally, please join us in wishing
Mazaltov to our Chattanim, Robin
Minsky and Gidon Aarons, and our
N’Shei Chayil, Sharon Ezekiel and
The Horim veYeladim launch is part
Vanessa Gordon. Each has made
of a major drive to make our offering
an outstanding contribution to our
for children and families even more
community and we look forward to
special. We are planning a total revamp celebrating with them and their families
of our Shabbat morning Children’s
on Simchat Torah.
Programme and look forward to sharing
details of that in the coming weeks.
5779 is going to be a tremendously
exciting year for Alei Tzion and we look
forward to everyone in the community
playing their part.
Wishing us all, and all of Klal Yisrael, a
Ketiva veChatima Tova.
The Alei Tzion Leadership Team

Davening Times
Rosh Hashanah I
Begins/Ends
7:15pm/8:15pm
Mincha & Ma’ariv
7:15pm
Shacharit
8:15am
Drasha followed by Shofar (approx.)
10:30am
Mincha & Ma’ariv
7:05pm
Candle lighting
7:55pm
Rosh Hashanah II
Begins/Ends
8:15pm/8:12pm
Shacharit
8:15am
Drasha by the Chief Rabbi followed
by Shofar (approx.)
10:30am
Mincha followed by a shiur by Dayan
Simons
7:05pm
Ma’ariv & Motzaei Yom Tov 8:12pm
Yom Kippur
Begins/Ends
6:54pm/7:53pm
Kol Nidre
6:54pm
Late Kol Nidre
9:40pm
Shacharit
8:45am
Mussaf & Yizkor (approx.) 12:15pm
Mincha
16:55pm
Drasha
6:20pm
Neilah
6:30pm
Ma’ariv & Motzaei Yom Kippur
7:53pm

Message from the Rav
Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New
Year. But it also has a more universal
dimension to it - it marks the anniversary
of the creation of the world. Accordingly,
it is appropriate for us to ask ourselves:
What are we doing that betters the lives
of other people and enriches the society
around us?
There are of course some people who
dedicate their entire lives to advancing
the welfare of others and they include
all sorts of unsung heroes, as well as
people involved in high-profile communal
activities. But what has become
broadly known as Tikkun HaOlam is not
necessarily limited to heroic activities,
because each and every one of us can a
make a difference to the rest of the world
in some way or another. The Rambam
observes that we should regard our own
lives, as well as the survival of the entire
world, as if they hang in the balance. And
if a person does just one mitzvah he or
she tips the balance in their favour and
they bring salvation to themselves and to
the entire world. Just one mitzvah makes
a difference. Not everyone has to be a
hero but every one of us has the potential
to make the world into a better place in
some way or another and to make an
impact on the society in which we live

On Rosh Hashanah we implore the
Almighty to inscribe us into the Book of
Life. We want Him to concern Himself
with us and to make sure that the
coming year will be good for us. But if
we want God to care about us, then
we need to care about others and
we should use the Yamim Noraim as
a time to ask ourselves: How much
time do we spend improving the lot of
others? We would do well to remember
that the Gemara tells us that Rava
and Abaye were both distinguished
scholars. Rava confined his life to
study and lived till the age of forty.
Abaye combined his studies with
welfare activities and lived till he was
sixty!
We want the coming year to bring
with it an abundance of blessings,
but our New Year resolutions must
include a commitment to spend a
certain amount of time each week
giving of our time and our talents in
such a way that it will enhance the
lives of around us. Let us hope that
by next Rosh Hashanah we will have
improved our lives and our contribution
to other people’s lives in such a way
that we could be confident of being
deserving of God’s kindnesses and
blessings. Shanah Tovah to the whole
community!
Rabbi Daniel Roselaar

